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DEPT PLEASE PASS WHITE HOUSE FROM AMBASSADOR GREEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN REACTION TO PRESIDENT FORD'S TULANE SPEECH 

1. PRESIDENT FORD'S TULANE SPEECH RECEIVE PROMINENT 
PLAY IN AUSTRALIAN PRESS AND FAVORABLE COMMENT. IN 
EDITORIAL ON THIS, AUSTRALIA'S MEMORIAL (OR ANZAC) DAY, 

LEADING DAILY, THE AUSTRALIAN, STATES: 

1. QTE... PRESIDENT FORD HAS GIVEN US, QUITE UNINTEN- 
TIONALLY, AN ANZAC DAY MESSAGE.. .MR. FORD APPEALED TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE TO PUT THAT WAR BEHIND THEM AND TO 
CONCENTRATE INSTEAD ON A NEW EFFORT TO REGAIN THE SENSE 
OF PRIDE THAT EXISTED BEFORE IT. "I ASK TONIGHT THAT WE 
STOP REFIGHTING THE BATTLES AND RECRIMINATIONS OF THE 
PAST. ... NOR FOR A MINUTE IS MR. FORD IMPUGNING THE VALOR 
OF THE AMERICAN SOLDIER. BUT IN A WAY HE IS SAYING THAT 
VIETNAM, ALBEIT ON AN INCREDIBLY GRANDER SCALE, WAS 
AMERICA'S GALLIPOLI. FROM OUR GALLIPOLI WE SALVAGED A 
SENSE OF POTENT INDEPENDENCE; A SENSE THAT WE HAD MEN 
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CAPABLE AND WILLING TO DIE FOR THE RIGHT CAUSE. ONLY 
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BY SEEING OUR MEN DIE IN THE WRONG CIRCUMSTANCES 
DID WE LEARN THAT THEY HAD THE GUTS TO DIE IN "RIGHT" 

CIRCUMSTANCES... AND SO, ON THIS ANZAC DAY, WE AND OUR 

AMERICAN FRIENDS HAVE SELDOM HAD SO MUCH IN COMMON... PRESIDENT FORD'S 

MESSAGE TO HIS OWN PEOPLE IS AN INDIRECT MESSAGE 
TO US. UNQTE. 
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